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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
A Town government’s main responsibility has always been and will remain to be road  

construction and maintenance.  What has changed over the years is the cost of maintaining the 

roads.  The Town of Pleasant Valley has 67.36 miles of road to maintain and approximately 

$200,000 budgeted per year for road construction and maintenance.  The current cost of milling 

and overlay paving 1 mile of road is approximately $200,000. In 2006 this amount was $75,000.   

If the current average costs were to remain the same, the Town road surface replacement  

schedule would be spread out over approximately 67 years. The most efficient schedule for  

milling and paving is 20 - 30 years.  Other common road maintenance expenses have escalated 

similarly.  Our current average schedule for chip sealing is 25-30 years, the most efficient  

schedule is 5-7 years. Crack filling average schedule is 12-15 years with the most  

efficient schedule at 3 years. These increasing costs have put all towns and certainly Pleasant 

Valley in a difficult situation. The cost of maintaining roads has simply exceed our allowable 

budget.  A 20th century budget cannot support a 21
st
 century economy. 

How Did We Get to This Point? 

In 2006, the State of Wisconsin placed limits on the amount a Town can levy.  A levy is the 

amount a Town can tax the taxpayers of the municipality.  This amount is spread out equally 

among the tax payers based on assessed values of property.  A low spending Town at the time 

of the levy limit caps was forced to remain a low spending Town with no ability to increase taxes 

to cover the increasing monetary demands. i.e. road construction and maintenance, fuel, vehicle 

maintenance, salaries, utilities. These demands have simply over run our allowed spending.  The 

only levy increase a Town is allowed each year is the percent of net new construction.  Typically, 

for the Town of Pleasant Valley this is 1-2% per year for a net increase of approximately $10,000.  

Many Towns do not have any growth and therefore do not have an annual levy increase. 

What Are the Options? 

1. Continue the funding route we are on and only complete a fraction of the miles of road we should be improving with 

our existing budget.  With this option, many of our lesser traveled roads will eventually be turned back to gravel. 

 

2. State Statute allows for a Town Board to approve a loan via resolution. If the Board were to take out a loan for road 

construction, the annual payments are then added to the allowable levy to cover the interest and principal each year. 

 

3. State Statute also allows Towns with a population over 3000 to increase the levy via referendum. A referendum is a 

general vote by the electorate on a single political question which has been referred to them by the Town Board for a 

direct decision.  Pleasant Valley’s current population is estimated to be 3356.  A referendum can ask the voters for a 

specified dollar increase to the levy for any length of time, including permanently. An increase in the levy would allow for 

the completion of more road projects annually and avoid any interest payments which would result from a loan.  If the 

Town Board were to choose to place a referendum on a ballot, state statute dictates how the question is worded.  Due to 

the information required in a referendum question, November 2020 would be the soonest feasible election you may see 

a referendum question.  If the board decides to place a question on the ballot, a public hearing would also be held prior 

to the Election to answer any questions the voters may have regarding the referendum . 

 

The Town Board takes all of the above options very seriously.  As the Town continues to fall behind in the ability to fund 

necessary road construction and maintenance projects, the need for an increase in funding is becoming increasingly 

apparent.                <Continued on the bottom of page 2> 
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Township Fire Department, Inc.  
 Pleasant Valley Station 

 
Battalion Chief – Mark Behlke,  
Robert Brazeau, Captain – John  

Norby, Cody Kostka, Training Officer –  
Mike Stage, Tony Mentele,  

Lieutenant – Tim Johnson, Wyatt Wathke, 
Cooper, Lieutenant – Scot Iverson,  

Fire Inspector – Jeff Meyer, Trent Johnson, 
Asst. Training Officer – Ben Nemitz, Brian  

Pederson, Trent Pronschinske, and  
Division Chief/Fire Inspector – 

Darrell Christy.  
(Not pictured: Kyle Bechel, Lucas Norby, and 

Joel Roswell)   

Pleasant Valley Firefighters will be selling the 2020 Raffle Calendar at this year's Cleghorn Harvest Fest.  This 
calendar is full of  prize winning opportunities and fire department photography.  Cash prizes include  

"$50 Fridays" and $75 on fire station meeting nights 12 times a year.  Non-cash prizes include generous  
donations from area merchants. WIN, WIN, WIN!  Calendar cost is $20. 

The proceeds from the sale of these calendars will assist us in the purchase of equipment for the Pleasant Valley Fire 
Department.  These purchases will serve our local community and enhance the safety of our local volunteer firefighters. 

The Pleasant Valley Firefighters would like to sincerely thank the following businesses for their advertisement, 
generous financial sponsorship and/or monthly prize donations: Altoona Family Restaurant, American Express 
Transport & Excavation, C & M Companies, Cleghorn Keg, Cleghorn Lions, DCR Lawn Services, Festival Foods, 
Hanson Energy Services, Irra-Gator, Johnson Litho, Kjelstad Plumbing, Life Safety Training Center, Nels 
Gunderson Chevrolet, Northwest Enterprises, Premium Lawn Service, Serenity Massage & Wellness, Service-
Master Chippewa Valley, Signature Cycles, The Corner Store, Waste Research & Reclamation, and Water 
Source Heating & Cooling. 

Pleasant Valley Fire Fighters Annual Calendar Fundraiser 

How Would A Levy Increase Affect My Taxes? 

 

 

 

*These numbers are based on 2019 assessed values.  As the Town continues to grow, the same amount of levied dollars is spread out over an 

 increased value, netting out a decrease in the taxed amount per assessed dollar. These numbers reflect only the Town portion of your real estate tax 

bill.  Approximately 13% of your real estate tax bill is Town tax.  We can not predict any increases or decreases in County, School or Technical 

 College levied dollars from one year to the next.    

The Town Board would like to ask that you take a few minutes to participate in a one question survey regarding road 
funding. 

Please visit:    https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J2ZC7ST  or a link will be available on our 

homepage at: www.townofpleasantvalley.com    The survey will be open until November 1st . 
The Board appreciates your feedback and thanks you for your participation. 
 
The Town Board will continue to keep you informed of any proposed referendum questions in the future.  Any questions 
or comments can be sent to townofpleasantvalley@gmail.com or by contacting any board member. 
 

 Town Road Con$truction <continued from page 1> 

               $100,000 Levy Increase 
-Creates an additional mill rate 
of .000282916 
-This amount increases taxes $28.29 per    
$100,000 of assessed property value 

          $200,000 Levy Increase 
-Creates an additional mill rate 
of .000565832 
-This amount increases taxes $56.58 per 
$100,000 of assessed property value 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J2ZC7ST
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Visit our updated website to find valuable information including: calendar of events, meeting agendas and minutes, 

voter information, notices, forms and permits, frequently asked questions, budget information and more. 

 

Town of Pleasant Valley 

Jen Meyer, Clerk/Treasurer 

W165 Woodridge Dr 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 

Town Officials 

Dan Hanson, Chairman (715)878-4847 

Dan Green, Supervisor (715)878-4476 

Doug Nelson, Supervisor (715)878-4918 

Jen Meyer, Clerk/Treasurer (715)878-4645 or  

townofpleasantvalley@gmail.com 

Highway Dept/Town Shop (715)878-9461 

Town Board Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at 

7:30pm at the  

Town Hall located in Cleghorn. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Burning Permits and Regulations are available at:  

www.townshipfire.org or 715-834-6868 

Law Enforcement Concerns or Complaints 

Eau Claire County Non-Emergency 715-839-4972 

All Emergencies- Dial 911 

www.townofpleasantvalley.com 

Facility Rentals 
The Community Center and the Park 
Pavilion/Kitchen are available to rent.  

Rental rates are reduced for town  
residents.  Please visit our webpage 

for more information regarding  
availability and rental  
rules and regulations. 

ANIMAL COMPLAINTS 

The Eau Claire County Humane  
Association enforces our animal  

ordinance.  If you have a complaint 
about animals running at large,  

biting, being inhumanely treated or  
uncontrolled noise please contact the 

Eau Claire County Communication 
Center at 715-839-4972 


